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NEWS 
Office of Media Relations 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, IL 61920-3099 
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October 24, 2000 
CHARLESTON- On Oct. 8, 1998, Judy and Dennis Shepard were awakened in the middle 
of the night in Saudi Arabia, where Dennis works, by a telephone call no parent should ever have 
to receive. What they heard changed their lives forever. 
Their eldest son, Matthew, was in a coma after having been brutally attacked, burned and 
left to die, tied to a wooden fence outside Laramie, Wy., 30 miles northwest of Cheyenne. When 
Shepard was found he was unconscious and his skull had been smashed with a blunt object; he 
also appeared to have substantial burns on his body and cuts on his head and face, his family said. 
Two motorcyclists who found his body said he looked "like a scarecrow" because of the way he was 
positioned on the fence. 
On Oct. 12, Matthew passed away. 
While the Shepard family mourned in private, the tragedy quickly spurned a spontaneous, 
unprecedented public outcry from coast to coast. The incident galvanized millions of people, and 
focused the nation's attention on the growing epidemic of hate crimes. Vigils were held across 
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America. The Shepard family received tens of thousands of letters and e-mails of support. 
Judy Shepard became determined to use her grief over her son's death to make a 
difference - to do what she can to ensure that no other parent will have to endure what she has. 
She has made the prevention of hate crimes the focus of her efforts, and she is now speaking to 
audiences nationwide about what they can do to make their schools and communities safer for 
everyone, regardless of their race, sex, religion or sexual orientation. 
Her mission will bring her to Eastern Illinois University on Thursday, Nov. 2. The 
appearance has been scheduled for 7 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the University Union. 
Admission is $5 for the general public; free for EIU students with PantherCard I D. 
"I feel Matthew with me every day, or I would not be able to do this," she says. "We just 
hope we're doing what he would want us to do. We realize that we must use the voice his death 
has given us. I realize that what I can try and accomplish is to make people aware. We get so 
complacent in our lives that we forget not everyone is safe, and frequently, it is our children who 
aren't safe." 
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